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Today the world is passing through an extremely troubled 
period. Despite economic recovery and social progress, many 
fears are being expressed as to the future. The great powers are 
engaged in a gigantic armament race which unless soon checked 
can only end in disaster. A large part of the world has rejected the 
principles of liberal democracy in favor of some form of total- 
itarian rule. Democratic institutions continue to exist in France, 
Britain, the United States and a number of smaller countries, but 
even here they seem on the defensive. Unless democracy can 
apply learning and inteUigence to the solution of its problems it 
seems doomed. For those who believe in democracy, therefore, 
there is no greater task than that of public education. The For- 
eign Policy Association, if it is to live up to its responsibilities — 
particularly during the next few critical years — must intensify its 
present efforts to stimulate discussion of foreign policy and help 
the American public understand world events. 

In so far as we are able to measure the influence of any educa- 
tional institution, there is much evidence that the Foreign Policy 
Association has played an effective role in the education of 
American public opinion. Through the several hundred meet- 
ings held in New York and in the seventeen branches of the 
Association, our various types of publications, the activities 
of the Washington Bureau, and the articles and speeches of 
individual staff members, a distinct impact has been made in the 
past two years. The Foreign PoUcy Association does not advance 
any propagandist program or given line of poHcy. Members of 
the staff, who enjoy the same liberty as university professors in 
expressing individual views, differ regarding the course the 
United States should pursue, as do members of the Board of 
Directors. But through the process of first-hand readable research 
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and manifold activities in the field of public education, the As- 
sociation endeavors to stimulate an intellectual process in Amer- 
ican life which is important not only from the point of view^ of 
war and peace, but also of American democracy. 

As Assistant Secretary of State Sumner Welles declared in a 
public address in New York in October 1936: "The questions of 
foreign policy are of fundamental importance to every man and 
woman in this country and, in my considered judgment, the 
more our citizenry knows, debates and thinks about the foreign 
policy of their government, the greater the security of this de- 
mocracy will be. It is for that reason that I feel so strongly the 
value of the work which the Foreign Policy Association has been 
doing." 

Membership in the Association has reached its highest point in 
history — 14,758 as of April i, 1937. The circulation of the 
Foreign Policy Reports has increased 25 per cent since i935' 
The Department of Popular Education from the time of its es- 
tablishment two years ago has sold 200,000 copies of Headline 
Books, and more than 800 study groups in various parts of the 
country have utilized these books and study outlines as the basis 
for discussion. The direct international contacts of the For- 
eign Policy Association have been increased by close affilia- 
tion with the Geneva Research Centre and the International 
Studies Conference in Europe. American and foreign news- 
papers give increasing attention to the meetings and studies of 
the Foreign Policy Association, and the Washington Bureau has 
been called upon for background material and other assistance 
to a greater extent than ever by newspaper correspondents. Con- 
gressmen, embassies and various organizations. 

Recognition of the work of the Foreign Policy Association has 
come from many quarters. An editorial in the Baltimore Sun 
states: "A new type of peace movement is developing in this 
country, a movement that is setting aside the old approach of 
emotional pacifism and is seeking instead to educate the people 
to understand the problem of war .... The Foreign Policy 
Association, which is neither a pacifist society nor a propaganda 
agency, but has been seeking to keep the public informed on 
problems of foreign policy, is in the forefront of this movement." 

The Living Age writes: "It is probable that no organization 
within present years has been more active or has made a larger 
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contribution to an enlightened understanding of international 
problems than the Foreign Policy Association." 

A leading Latin American newspaper, La Prensa of Buenos 
Aires, says: "Well known" is the "useful work" of the Foreign 
Policy Association — "absolutely free from official connections — 
whose authority is recognized because of the Association's inde- 
pendence, its impartial judgment, and the world-wide coopera- 
tion which it enjoys." Although we are regarded as a "red" or- 
ganization in the famous Red Network^, the Communist Daily 
Worker of London pays us this compliment: "The Foreign Pol- 
icy Association is a powerful bourgeois body, headed by numer- 
ous leading figures in American political and intellectual life, 
and influential particularly in the State Department, in Washing- 
ton and in Wall Street." 



MEMBERSHIP AND BRANCHES 

Membership in the Foreign Policy Association has grown 
from 12,358 in 1935 to 14,758 as of April i, 1937. Although 64 per 
cent of the membership of the Association is found in the 
branches, only 6.2 per cent of the national budget is derived from 
branch fees. This relatively small proportion is due to the fact 
that National Headquarters allows each branch to retain all but 
one dollar of the membership fee in order to develop its local 
program. 

During the season 1935-1936, the seventeen branches held a 
total of 107 meetings, attended by 36,381 persons. In September 
1936 the Albany branch, cooperating with various organizations 
in the community, held an all-day Institute of six sessions — ^rang- 
ing from round tables to large meetings— attracting 1534 people. 
Several branches showed a marked increase in attendance; the 
total for Minneapolis rose from 1389 to 3053, and for Boston 
from 2841 to 4903. The average attendance per meeting increased 
67 per cent over the 1934-1935 season in Baltimore, 37 per cent 
in Philadelphia, 32 per cent in Worcester, and 19 per cent in 
Cincinnati. The topics for these meetings covered a range of 35 
different subjects, on which varying points of view were pre- 
sented. 
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Our meetings are reported extensively in the press and in 
some cases are broadcast. According to Editor and Publisher, 
Japanese correspondents regularly cable hundreds of words on 
the Foreign Policy Association's New York meetings, whether 
they relate to Japan or not. It is frequently stated that the discus- 
sions of the Foreign Policy Association are among the most 
stimulating events of the season. A writer in the St. Paul Dis- 
patch says: "Having established an extraordinary prestige in the 
first year of their existence, the local branch of the national or- 
ganization has thrust with barbs of knowledge at every rainbow 
bubble of complacency." 

In addition to the regular public luncheons, members of the 
Board of Directors and staff of National Headquarters have en- 
tertained a number of American and foreign experts in their re- 
spective fields during the past two years, among whom have been 
the following: 

Sir Stafford Cripps Mr. and Mrs. Linton Wells 

Jerzy Szapiro Hon. George Messersmith 

Leland Stowe Hon. Norman H. Davis 

Pitman Potter Mrs. Anne O'Hare McCormick 

Francis W. Hirst Georg Bernhard 

Count Paul Teleki C. T. Wang 

Malcolm W. Davis Alexander Vidakovic 

L. Rosenstock-Franck Ralph Bates 

Mary Craig McGeachy Hon. Adolph A. Berle, Jr. 

General Fang Chen-wu Lord Davies 

Kathleen D. Courtney Jacques Kayser 

C. Wilfred Jenks Louis Fischer 

John T. Whitaker Harold J. Laski 



Miss Esther G. Ogden, Secretary of the Association, who has 
given sixteen years of devoted service to the Association, was 
granted a leave of absence in March 1937 on account of illness. 

The Speakers Bureau, headed by Miss Frances J. Pratt, assists 
the branches in arranging programs and securing speakers for 
their meetings. It also arranges staff engagements with outside 
organizations, counsels program chairmen of all manner of 
organizations, and generally acts as a clearing house of informa- 
tion on speakers. 
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RESEARCH 



Continuous research remains the foundation of the various ac- 
tivities of the Foreign Policy Association. The research staff con- 
sists of eleven persons, each following some aspect of the study of 
international events and problems. The results of this work are 
embodied in a series of pubHcations, the most important of 
which are Foreign Policy Reports. While these Reports are not 
designed for large popular audiences, they are prepared in read- 
able if careful language and are widely used by newspaper edi- 
tors and correspondents, statesmen, university professors and stu- 
dents, and by many members of the Foreign Policy Association. 
It is a practice of news associations and special correspondents to 
publish frequent summaries of our studies, thus disseminating 
the findings of research to an ever-widening number of readers. 
For example, our recent report on the rising tide of armaments, 
prepared by Mr. Stone and Miss Fisher, brought over 500 news 
clippings and 50 editorials to date — from every part of the 
country. 

Of the more than fifty studies published during the last two 
years, twelve have been devoted to different aspects of the foreign 
policy of the United States, while an equal number have analyzed 
the internal political and economic situations of leading foreign 
countries. Numerous studies have been devoted to exclusively 
economic questions, such as raw materials, currency stablization, 
the balance of payments of the United States, silver and the tariff 
policy. Detailed attention has been given to the three grave inter- 
national crises of the last two years: Italy's conquest of Ethiopia, 
the German denunciation of Locarno, and the Spanish civil war. 

Among those who testify as to the general value of our pub- 
lications is Lord Marley of England, who recently wrote that our 
studies "represent the finest series of pubHcations on foreign af- 
fairs issued in the United States or any other country in the 
world." The director of the American Library in Paris states: 
"The American Library in Paris could not claim to do good 
reference work without the back files of the Foreign Policy As- 
sociation. We use your reports continually and find they cover 
an excellent field . . . ." The March of Time, whose films are 
now shown in 9982 theaters throughout the world, writes us as 
follows: 
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"From the start, March of Time on the screen has attempted 
to present in dramatic form situations in foreign countries not 
usually brought to the attention of the average movie-goer. Be- 
cause of the brief screen time we have to cover often involved 
political situations, it is necessary to present facts concisely, and 
to do so we must have complete confidence in our sources of 
information. 

"The Foreign Policy Association reports have been a chief 
source of information for us on these foreign stories and have 
been invaluable because of our confidence in them. I congratu- 
late you, too, on the thoroughness of these reports . . . ." 

That our research studies are not academic documents is also 
shown by the fact that one foreign government recently made a 
determined, if unsuccessful, effort to prevent the publication of a 
Foreign Policy Report, while several of our Reports have been 
used by Congressional committees in dealing with pending legis- 
lation. The Foreign Office of a great power found Mr. deWilde's 
report on the German trade drive in southeastern Europe so in- 
teresting that it ordered a number of copies for its diplomatic 
missions abroad, while the Disarmament Section of the League 
of Nations in Geneva asked for extra copies of the study on 
increasing burden of armaments. With reference to our study 
on Liberia, the Secretary of State in Monrovia writes: "I wish to 
tender to your Association the thanks of the people and govern- 
ment of Liberia for your continual interest in their welfare." The 
Japanese news agency, Domei, cabled Tokyo that the "report of 
the Foreign Policy Associadon" dealing with the Philippines 
"created a mild furor in diplomatic quarters." A professor in Es- 
tonia praises our reports for "their incomparable objectivity and 
high internadonal sense." The Spanish Embassy in Washington 
sent copies of our studies of the Spanish civil war to its various 
consulates in the United States and to Spanish representadves in 
Mexico and the Caribbean. The United States Treasury Depart- 
ment, which directs the control of narcotics in this country, pur- 
chased a hundred copies of our study on the opium menace in 
THE far east. In its memorandum submitted to the International 
Committee on Raw Materials in March 1937, the League Secre- 
tariat refers to Mr. deWilde's study on raw materials in world 
POLITICS as providing a classification of raw materials which 
might be followed by the committee. 

An illustration of the extent to which our research work is 
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beginning to penetrate into smaller communities in America is 
indicated by the library notes published in a number of local 
newspapers. In the Walpole, Massachusetts, Time^it^ is stated 
that "world affairs continue to occupy a primary position in the ^ 
minds of most of us. Foreign Policy Reports and Bulletins are _ 
received regularly." Similar notes in die Rome,; N. Y., SemitUelh^\ 
state: "In great demand are the reports of the, Foreign' PoUcy 
Associadon." 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the Christian Science Monitor, the 
Osa/^a Mainichi and other newspapers frequently pAnt long ex- .. 
cerpts from Foreign Policy Association publications on their •edi-- 'y^ 
torial pages. Of equal interest is the growing attention- paid tO:c- 
our studies by newspapers and periodicals in Asia, Latin Amer- 
ica and Europe.* An editor of the Yomiuri Shimbun of Tokyo 
writes : "Whenever a new issue" of Foreign Policy Reports comes 
out, "we receive a cabled story from your city by some news 
agency which in most cases the Japanese newspapers print." Such 
stories are also sent frequendy to Latin America and to Europe. 

We quote a few of many comments on individual reports, the 
ITALIAN CORPORATIVE SYSTEM, by Mrs. Dean: "It must be immedi- 
ately recognized that this pubhcadon stands far above all that is 
written on this subject in the United States by its exemplary in- 
telligence and its most unusual objecdvity .... An honest and 
timely publicadon" says the Corriere d' America — a New York 
newspaper sympathetic to fascism. The same report is praised 
by the anti-Fascist Professor Salvemini as follows: "You have 
done a fine piece of work. It must have taken a tremendous 
amount of time, work and intelligence in order to see through 
such a confusion of data and 'propaganda.' " 

*The following foreign publications have recently commented on Foreign Policy 
Association studies or activities: Cape Argus (Capetown); Daily Star (Montreal); 
Evening Tribune (Winnipeg); Financial Times (Montreal); Cesk^e Slovo 
(Prague); China Weekly Review (Shanghai); Diario de la Marina and Prensa 
Libre (Cuba); Berlingskfi Tidende (Copenhagen); La Opinion (Dominican Re- 
public) ; El Telegrafo (Ecuador) ; Essential News and Financial News (London) ; 
Manchester Gtiardian (England) ; Morning Post, The Near East and India (since 
changed to Great Britain and the East), New Leader, News Chronicle, and The 
Times (London); Yorkshire Post (England); Agence Financiere et Economique 
and ]ournee Industrielle (Paris); Frankfurter Zeitung (Germany); Ceylon Ob- 
server (Ceylon); Indian Social Reformer (Bombay); Madras Leader (India); 
Japan Chronicle (Kobe); Malay Mail (Kuale Lumpu); Hawkes Bay Herald 
(New Zealand) ; Evening Telegram (Newfoundland) ; El Imparcial and El Mundo 
(Puerto Rico); Philippines Bulletin, Philippines Herald, and Union (Manila); 
Mezhdunarodnaya Zhizn i Mezhdunarodnaya Politika (Moscow); Ahora and 
Diario de Madrid (Madrid); Journal des Nations (Geneva). 



From distant Singapore a letter comes praising Miss Wert- 
heimer's report on religion in the third reich: "As I have been 
away from Germany now for two and a half years, I am quite 
out of touch with what is happening. I have found your booklet 
a very illuminating sununary of the developments since I left." 

Catholics and non-Catholics comment favorably upon Mr. 
Thomson's report, civil war in spain. Professor Carlton J. H. 
Hayes writes : "I wish to congratulate you on your handling of a 
most difficult subject. To find your way so clearly, and on the 
whole so judiciously through the maze of partisan passion and 
conflicting rumor, is an outstanding achievement." Dr. Georg 
Sachs, formerly of the University of Madrid, writes: "I find the 
surveys of Charles A. Thomson and Vera Micheles Dean so very 
excellent in their impartiaUty. It seems almost incredible that 
there is not a line in these pamphlets, written so far from the 
scene, which an eye-witness of the war could not confirm. The 
correctness of facts and especially of the names of places and 
persons is also admirable." 

His Excellency, Fernando de los Rios, Spanish Ambassador to 
the United States, writes: 

"I wish to let you know that scientists in the European Con- 
tinent as well as in South America, have been constantly show- 
ing this Embassy their profound interest in your publication. 
To keep oneself calm before so acute a problem as that of present- 
day Spain is something that happens very rarely, and this is 
exactly what induces me to congratulate the Association and, 
through it, the scholar Mr. Thomson, who has been able to in- 
terpret with serenity the moment full of tragedy which my 
country is experiencing today." 

Mr. Ch'ao-Ting Chi, a Chinese economist, writes: "Permit me 
to congratulate the Foreign PoHcy Association for its publica- 
tions on the Far East, especially the reports and bulletin articles 
of T. A. Bisson. Mr. Bisson's writings are distinguished by a re- 
markable knowledge of the facts, by courageous and indepen- 
dent judgment, and reveal a masterly grasp not only of surface 
facts but also of the basic forces imderlying the Far Eastern situa- 
tion. His reports are read in America as well as in the Orient 
and greatly contribute to a better understanding of the Far 
Eastern problem." 

A leading French publicist writes that Mr. de Wilde's study on 
political conflict in FRANCE is "the most complete and objective 
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which has been done in the last year." A prominent American 
banker writes concerning his report on currency stabilization 
AND WORLD RECOVERY: "You havc covcrcd the subject most com- 
prehensively, thoughtfully and intelligently. I congratulate you 
upon a painstaking and thorough piece of work." 

Mr. Popper's study on the hull trade program is called "a 
careful and favorable appraisal" by the Washington Post, and 
"an unbiased and intelligent job" by the Chicago Journal of 
Commerce. His report on creating a Philippine commonvtoalth 
constituted a "valuable service," according to the New Yorl^ Her- 
ald Tribune, 

The Christian Science Monitor says Mr. Case's study on cur- 
rents OF WORLD recovery is "ouc of the broadest syntheses of 
international, economic and statistical trends ever prepared on a 
world basis." 

That the Association commands the respect not only of peace 
societies but of military circles is indicated by a number of com- 
ments. Army Ordnance refers to us as "a splendid group of en- 
thusiastic students of international reladons . . . which is doing 
a great amount of constructive work in the field of popular edu- 
cadon on questions of diplomacy, economics and internadonal 
affairs." The Canadian Defense Quarterly refers to the F. P. A. 
as "an American organizadon of alert-minded men and women 
engaged in the formation of an enlightened public opinion on 
international affairs." The librarian of a coast artillery school 
writes us: "We find your publicadons invaluable for research 
purposes at this school." Among recent subscribers to our pub- 
lications arc two generals in the Chinese Army at Canton. 

In addition to the Foreign Policy Reports, the Associadon 
publishes a weekly Foreign Policy Bulletin which constitutes 
an interpretation of events by individual staff members. In order- 
ing addiuonal copies of the Bulletin to be placed in fraternity 
reading rooms, a university president writes: "I do not know of 
any publication from which one can get a saner and fairer esti- 
mate of what is happening in all parts of the world and I should 
like to have the publication made available to all our students 
and faculty here. No pubhcation that comes to my desk gives 
me as interesting and informing an analysis of foreign affairs as 
the Foreign Policy Bulletin." Many letters have been received 
praising particularly Mrs. Dean's articles. 
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Finally, the Research Department occasionally publishes For- 
eign Policy Pamphlets, the number of which will be increased 
during 1937. In this series have appeared two general surveys of 
the world situation written by Mr. Buell upon returning from 
Europe. Concerning the dangerous year, published in 1936, Dr. 
Albert Einstein writes: "Last evening at eleven o'clock I began 
to read your pamphlet regarding the international political situa- 
tion of the present time. Your presentation absorbed me so much 
that I could not stop until I had finished it at three o'clock in the 
morning. You have certainly performed a great service by this 
piece of writing. The analysis of the various interrelationships is 
remarkably clear, complete and objective; the politico-educa- 
tional effect which could and should be produced by your pam- 
phlet cannot be valued too highly." In regard to chaos or recon- 
struction, published in 1937, Prof. Bruce C. Hopper of Har- 
vard University writes: "It's one of the most skillful pieces of 
succinct writing I have ever read. You may have omitted a point 
here and there, but we would need a mental microscope to find 
them. Moreover, your judgments seem so eminently sound, and 
so well expressed." 

In January 1937 Mr. T. A. Bisson sailed for the Orient to 
spend a year studying conditions in Japan, Manchuria, Korea 
and China. This trip has been made possible through the aid of 
a fellowship from the Rockefeller Foundation. On account of 
illness, Miss Mildred Wertheimer was given a leave of absence 
in December 1936. Miss Elizabeth Batterham, secretary to Mr. 
Buell and a member of the F. P. A. staff for more than ten years, 
resigned in September 1936. 

THE library 

The hbrary, directed by Miss Ona K. D. Ringwood, is the tire- 
less handmaiden of the Research Department. Although the 
book collection is limited and its budget minuscular, the library 
does contain an exceptional collection of documented material 
especially important as the basis of research study. One of 
Miss Ringwood's most interesting and difficult tasks is that 
of answering inquiries from the general pubhc. Some days as 
many as fifty questions come to the hbrary in writing or over the 
telephone. They are received not only from Foreign Policy As- 
sociation members, but from banks, law firms, business houses, 
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universities, newspapers and magazines. Here are some examples 
of questions: 

From a leading law firm: What are the terms of the extradi- 
tion treaty between France and the United States? 

From a foreign investment house: Where can we get the 
English text of the new Brazilian constitution? 

From a New York bank: What is the amount of Nicaraguan 
currency in circulation and the gold reserve against it? 

From a New York bookstore: Is there a new book by Sam- 
uel Crowther? 

From a news syndicate: Who is Suvich? 

From a New York magazine: When was Haile Selassie in 
Sweden? 

From a British travel association: What is Eden's birthplace? 

From a life insurance company: Who is El-Rashied? 

From an alloy manufacturing company: Where did Headline 
Books get the statement about the use of vanadium in ink? 

From a foreign consulate: What is the difference between a 
joint resolution and a bill? 

From a lawyer: What country is going to have a new constitu- 
tion effective April ist? 

RADIO 

Although it has not been possible to support a radio program, 
several of the New York meetings have been broadcast. Mem- 
bers of the staff have made occasional broadcasts and at various 
times the Association has assisted in arranging programs for the 
National Broadcasting Company and the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. During the Ethiopian war the Association coop- 
erated with Mr. Stanley High of the National Broadcasting 
Company in a daily program covering the crisis. At the request 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Commission and the League of 
Nations Society of Canada, Mr. Buell broadcast to the Canadian 
public from Montreal on September 4, 1936 on "The Responsibil- 
ity of the English-Speaking People." Later in the fall of 1936 he 
made several broadcasts from Europe for the Columbia Broad- 
casting System. 

THE WASHINGTON BUREAU 

The Washington Bureau has come to occupy a position of 
strategic importance in the work of the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion. It performs a double function, serving as an outpost for the 
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research staff in collection of first-hand information on current 
issues of American foreign pohcy, and acting as an agency for 
the distribution of our research publications to government offi- 
cials, newspaper correspondents and members of Congress. 

During sessions of Congress the Washington Bureau receives 
constant requests from Senators and Representatives for mem- 
oranda and documentary material on questions concerning for- 
eign policy or international relations. During 1936 and 1937 our 
V/ashington representative was invited to pardcipate, as an im- 
partial expert, in meetings of Congressional groups to consider 
the various neutrality proposals before Congress. 

In his remarks on the neutrality quesdon in the House last 
year, Congressman Maverick referred to the Foreign Policy As- 
sociation, saying: "The Vice-President of the Association and its 
representative in Washington is William T. Stone, whom I be- 
lieve to be one of the ablest students in the matter of foreign 
policy, peace and neutraHty in the United States. The Associa- 
tion is not a 'lobby' in the insidious sense ... its principal func- 
tion being to inform its own members and give Members of 
Congress unbiased data on any subject relating to foreign affairs. 
This Association, to me, is an example of what a decent lobby 
ought to be. They do not try to put pressure and cram their 
own ideas down a Congressman, but attempt to give fair and 
useful information with which you can form your own conclu- 
sions . . . ."* 

For many years the State Department has kept a complete set 
of our Foreign Policy Reports on file in its Division of Current 
Information for the use of officers of the Department and news- 
paper correspondents. Reports and other publications of the As- 
sociation are also circulated by various divisions of the Depart- 
ment. Twenty-four embassies and legations in Washington 
subscribe to Foreign Pohcy Association publications. 

While there are more than one hundred and fifty experi- 
enced correspondents covering news from the nation's cap- 
ital, very few are able to specialize on foreign affairs. When 
President Roosevelt departed for the Pan-American Conference 
at Buenos Aires last November, for example, these Washington 
correspondents were expected to write authoritative accounts of 
the issues confronting the conference and a history of our re- 

* Congressional Record, Vol. 80, February 3, 1936. 
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lations with Latin America. On this occasion, as in many other 
cases, the Foreign Policy Association was able to supply an im- 
partial summary, which was used by press associations and in- 
dividual correspondents in presenting the background of this 
important event. 

Since 1934 the Bureau has published a Washington News 
Letter for members of the F. P. A. and others who wish to keep 
in close touch with current developments in Washington. The 
Letters, which are issued weekly, have doubled their circulation 
during the past year. 

Between 1934 and 1936 the Washington Bureau was in the 
charge of William T. Stone, Vice-President of the Association. 
Since October 1936 Mr. Charles Thomson of our research staff 
has been Washington representative. The Bureau, which is lo- 
cated in the National Press Building, is also headquarters of the 
Opium Committee, of which Mrs. Howell Moorhead is secretary. 

COOPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

In 1935, following the resignation of Mr. Malcolm W. Davis as 
Director, the Geneva Research Centre made an arrangement 
with the Foreign PoHcy Association whereby successive mem- 
bers of our staff assumed responsibility for the work of the 
Centre during 1935-1936. As a result of this plan, Mr. Buell went 
to Geneva in the fall of 1935, being followed for periods of time 
by Miss Wertheimer, Mrs. Dean, Mr. Stone and Mr. deWilde. 
As part of their duties, staff members prepared a number of re- 
ports pubhshed in the Geneva Special Studies series, some of 
which were reprinted as Foreign Policy Reports. Two mono- 
graphs, devoted to the suez canal, and American neutrality 
and collective security, appeared in the midst of the Ethiopian 
crisis and received wide notice in the newspapers of many 
countries. 

In the fall of 1936 Prof. John B. Whitton of Princeton Univer- 
sity was appointed Director of the Centre, and the Geneva Com- 
mittee invited Mr. Buell to assist in reorganizing the Centre, 
which hitherto had been in American hands, so as to place it 
on an international basis. Professor Whitton and Mr. Buell vis- 
ited eleven European countries to enhst the interest of scientific 
groups in each country in developing an international research 



13 



organization at Geneva. In December the reorganization was 
completed, and the Centre is now controlled by a governing 
board composed of a number of outstanding Europeans together 
with the Americans responsible for the Centre in the past. The 
Centre brings scholars from various countries to Geneva for the 
purpose of carrying on research activities in collaboration with 
international organizations such as the International Studies 
Conference, as well as with national research organizations. Cer- 
tain independent studies are also being made. 

In the course of his European visit in the fall of 1936, Mr. 
Buell made a number of addresses on the foreign policy of the 
United States to such scientific institutions as the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs in London, the Centre d'Etudes de Politi- 
que Etrangere in Paris, and the Association of Political Science 
at the University of Stockholm. 

The Foreign Policy Association has further strengthened its 
ties with European institutions by becoming affiliated with the 
International Studies Conference through membership in the 
American Coordinating Committee. The International Studies 
Conference is a body linking up organizations interested in the 
study of international affairs in Europe and America. Admin- 
istered by the Institute of Intellectual Cooperation at Paris, it 
sponsors an extensive research program related to a general theme 
which becomes the subject of an international conference. In 
June 1937 the conference will be held in Paris, on the subject of 
"Peaceful Change." 

Between 1928 and 1936 the United States was represented in the 
International Studies Conference through the medium of the 
Council on Foreign Relations. In 1936 it was thought desirable 
to broaden the basis of American collaboration and to this end an 
American Coordinating Committee was established, which con- 
sists of representatives from the Council on Foreign Relations, 
the Foreign Policy Association and the American Council of the 
Institute of Pacific Relations, together with six university mem- 
bers periodically named by the Social Science Research Council. 
The chairman of the American National Committee on Intellec- 
tual Cooperation — at present Prof. James T. Shotwell — is an er 
officio member of the coordinating committee. 

During the last two years the Foreign PoUcy Association has. 
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also established close relationships with organizations in Canada, 
such as the Canadian Institute of International Affairs and the 
League of Nations Society. The latter organization acts as Cana- 
dian agent for Foreign Policy Association publications. 

Although the Foreign Policy Association is not a peace society, 
it is affiliated in a consultative capacity with the National Peace 
Conference, a body which federates organizations interested in 
advancing peace. It also assists in providing material to various 
groups such as the National Conference on the Cause and Cure 
of War, the League of Women Voters, the National Federation 
of Women's Clubs, the Emergency Peace Campaign and similar 
organizations. While the Association has made it clear that it does 
not endorse the program of any of these groups, the staff believes 
it has the function of supplying educational material and techni- 
cal assistance to any public opinion organization which desires it. 

During 1936 the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
supplied Foreign Policy Reports to more than 500 of the Inter- 
national Relations Clubs of colleges and universities. In 1935 the 
Foreign Policy Association distributed throughout the United 
States more than 70,000 copies of the recommendations of the 
conference held at Chatham House in regard to world economic 
recovery which were drawn up in March 1935 by an interna- 
tional group of experts meeting under the auspices of the 
Carnegie Endowment. 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

In 1934-1935 the Foreign Policy Association organized a num- 
ber of study groups in various southern states, which throughout 
the winter studied questions relating to foreign policy. In April 
1935 representatives of these groups met in Atlanta for the pur- 
pose of exchanging views and reaching conclusions. Great inter- 
est was aroused in this type of activity, but it soon became evi- 
dent that members of these groups were as much concerned in 
domestic as in foreign affairs, and that they also desired to secure 
action with regard to their conclusions. Inasmuch as the Foreign 
Pohcy Association is an educational rather than an action organ- 
ization, and is interested primarily in international questions, the 
Board of Directors concluded that the work of these southern 
groups could not develop satisfactorily within our organization. 
Consequently, to carry on this work through independent chan- 
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nels, two new organizations were created. The first is the Public 
Affairs Committee, composed of eleven individuals connected 
with leading research organizations or interested in the problem 
of adult education and distribution. The purpose of this commit- 
tee is to prepare pamphlet material dealing with national prob- 
lems, based primarily on the long-time research of estabUshed 
institutions. During its first year the Public Affairs Committee 
was financed by a grant from the Falk Foundation. It has estab- 
lished close contacts with libraries and forums throughout the 
country, as well as the educational activities of a number of gov- 
ernment departments, and has sold 354,000 copies of its first 
eleven pamphlets. The Office of Education of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Interior has pubUshed a Public Affairs Pamphlets Index, 
which lists 660 pamphlets, issued by more than 75 publishers. By 
arrangement with the Office, the Public Affairs Committee has 
organized a pamphlet distribution service which will fill orders 
for the pamphlets thus listed. 

The second organization, called the National Policy Commit- 
tee, was created to organize local groups throughout the country 
for the purpose of studying and formulating national policies 
from the point of view of general interest.* Although Mr. Buell 
is Chairman of the Public Affairs Committee and Research Ad- 
viser of the National Policy Committee, the Foreign Policy As- 
sociation, as such, has no connection with either of these two 
committees. 

AFFILIATED GROUPS 

Within the past two years the Foreign Policy Association has 
made special arrangements with important local organizations 
whereby their members might obtain F. P. A. publications at a 
special rate and become "affiliate" members of the Foreign Policy 
Association. Two of these organizations are doing such out- 
standing work in the field of public education that it is briefly 
summarized here, although the Foreign Policy Association can 
take no credit for it. 

The Foreign Affairs Council of Cleveland, organized in 1923, 

*Mr. Francis P. Miller, formerly field secretary of the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion, is Secretary of both the Public Affairs Committee and the National Policy 
Committee, with offices in the National Press Building in Washington. Mr. 
Richard F. Cleveland of Baltimore is President of the National Policy Committee. 
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has carried on many activities in the field of international affairs. 
With the appointment of Dr. Brooks Emeny, author of The 
Strategy of Raw Materials and other works, as Secretary in 
October 1935, the Council expanded its program of public educa- 
tion. During the next 18 months membership increased from 450, 
of whom 75 were men, to 1320, of whom 450 were men. 
The Council holds frequent luncheon discussions, usually with a 
single speaker, and an annual institute. The Institute in 1937 
was on the subject of "Dictatorship and Democracy," with a total 
attendance of 2100. The Council has also conducted regular dis- 
cussion groups, the women's group consisting of 300 members, 
and the men's group of 120. With the cooperation of local banks, 
an international committee of 120 members is devoting its at- 
tention to a study of international finance. 

Under the direction of Dr. Ben M. Cherrington, the Denver 
Foundation for the Advancement of the Social Sciences has done 
distinguished work since 1926 throughout the whole Rocky 
Mountain area. As one of the major features of its community 
program, the Foundadon annually presents a series of lectures 
by both foreign and American scholars and authorities on inter- 
national affairs. In addition, the Foundation conducts seminars 
and round tables for selected groups. Each year an institute 
has been conducted in cooperation with the Summer School 
of the University of Denver. The Foundation also offers 
courses in the University, and has assisted in the development of 
exchange scholarships between the University of Denver and stu- 
dents of other countries. In January 1937 it organized a Colorado 
Conference on American Foreign Policy, which was opened by 
Mr. Buell and attended by a specially invited list of 136 business, 
professional and educational leaders from the state. 

Another interesting group is the Canadian-American Affiliates 
of the Foreign Policy Association of Detroit and Windsor, Can- 
ada, organized in 1934. This group consists of Americans and 
Canadians, and has held periodic discussions on subjects of 
interest on both sides of the northern border. Its Secretary is Mr. 
H. M. Robins of Detroit. 

Finally, the Directors of the Georgia Academy of Social and 
Political Science, of which Mr. Charles M. Snyder of Atlanta is 
Chairman, voted to become affiliated with the Foreign Policy 
Association in the spring of 1937. 
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POPULAR EDUCATION 



With the assistance of a grant from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion, a Department of Popular Education was established in 
July 1935 under the general direction of William T. Stone, Vice- 
President. The purpose of this Department is to prepare and dis- 
tribute elementary material in the field of international affairs 
and to encourage discussion of this material among persons and 
groups for which our existing publications are unsuitable. Omar 
P. Goslin and Ryllis Alexander Goslin, originators of a new 
popular technique for presenting material, were appointed to the 
positions of Education Secretary and Editor, respectively. Sub- 
sequently Mr. Goslin was appointed Promotion Director, and 
Marguerite Ann Stewart, previously Student Secretary, became 
Educational Secretary. Frances M. Williams is Chairman of the 
Student Committee, and Laura P. Chase is Secretary of the new 
Department. 

The first achievement of the Department of Popular Educa- 
tion was the publication of Headline Books — a series of brief 
"easy-to-read" books on current world affairs. In producing this 
series, careful thought was given to the three major elements of 
content, style and format, and subjects of genuine interest to a 
large number of Americans were selected. Some representative 
reviews of Headline Books follow: 

"The Foreign Policy Association is doing the people of the 
United States a priceless service in the preparation of these 
simply written, noncontroversial, informational books on sig- 
nificant public questions." 

— Honolulu Star Bulletin, March 14, 1936 

"Through these 'Headline Books' the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion is fulfilling an important task in educating the public to 
take a realistic view of American foreign relations." 

— The American Observer, April 6, 1936 

"This litde work [war tomorrow] seems to me far and away 
the most important book which has been published in some time 
in the field of popular international education."- — Harry Elmer 
Barnes, New Yor\ World Telegram, September 21, 1935 

"If the Man in the Street fails to read it [war tomorrow], this 
reviewer is willing to read it to him while some other volunteer 
holds him. I am sure the stubborn one would thank me later." 

— Portland (Maine) Express, September 21, 1935 
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"war tomorrow in its 38 pages contains more meat tiian most 
books selling for ten times the amount." 

— Irving B. Altman, The People's Money, September 1935 

"With the help of numerous charts that are truly graphic, the 
world situation today is presented so simply that all who run may 
read." — Newar\ (N. /.) News, September 26, 1935 

"This is the best elementary analysis of the cause of war, past 
and future, that we have seen." 

— Houston (Texas) Post, September 29, 1935 

"Too high praise can scarcely be given for the technique em- 
ployed in WAR TOMORROW for reaching these groups. The style is 
vivid, lucid, and simple— so simple in fact that it could readily 
be used in the elementary schools." — The Nation, October 9, 1935 

"They [Headline Books] are temperate in tone, extraordinar- 
ily informative, and in all respects highly creditable to their 
authors and their sponsors." 

— Chattanooga (Tenn.) News, October 16, 1935 
"Few efforts in popular education are more praiseworthy than 
this attempt to present the complicated and difficult international 
problems of our times in a form suitable to those of us who do 
not have the time to read more exhaustive descriptions." 

— San Francisco Chronicle, December 8, 1935 
"When a great organization, justly famed for the reliability of 
its factual material, finally becomes aware of the general public 
and makes a gesture to the man in the street, it's news. The 
F. P. A. as usual, in deciding to do a job, has done it well." 

— World Events, November i, 1935 
"The series has probably not been surpassed in the simplicity 
with which it presents problems which are usually considered 
very complicated, and the information it contains is as authentic 
and unbiased as an excellent research organization can make it." 

— Christian Science Monitor, December 12, 1935 

Nearly 200,000 of the first issues have been distributed: 106,000 
going to F. P. A. members; 10,500 to schools; 33,000 to clubs and 
organizations; more than 11,000 to bookstores; and 31,000 to 
miscellaneous purchasers. By far the most effective distribution 
has been that which has come through the cooperation of na- 
tional groups and governmental agencies. More than twenty 
large organizations have cooperated with the F. P. A. in making 
these materials available to their own members. The League of 
Women Voters distributed 1700 copies of our first book, dealing 
with neutrality, in a special study kit on this subject used by dis- 
cussion groups in virtually every State in the union. The Council 
for Social Action of the Congregational Church used 1300 Head- 
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LINE Books, together with study outlines, as a feature of their 
nation-wide Peace Plebiscite. The Chautauqua Reading Circle 
selected our first four volumes as "outstanding books of the 
year," and purchased 2000 copies for distribution in its home 
reading course. 

One of the most encouraging results of this experimental work 
has been the interest of progressive educators. While the text- 
book has not yet been replaced by the unit system, particularly 
in the public schools, we have discovered a surprisingly wide- 
spread interest in Headline Books among public school teachers 
in many parts of the country. The books have been used by ap- 
proximately a thousand teachers, a large number of whom have 
written us enthusiastic reports of classroom discussions. A teach- 
er in California wrote us of his experiment with our second 
book, dealing with the problem of foreign trade: 

"Some months ago when I saw a copy of made in u. s. a. I at 
once decided I should present it to my students of geography, not 
only for its subject matter but for the clearness of its presentation. 

"Great has been the satisfaction of the class in studying it 
and in using the supplementary material you sent with the order. 
When we finished it today we all exclaimed how much we had 
learned and how uneasy we felt that so many in America should 
be in need even in prosperous times. The chart that shows this 
is now on display on the geography board; it will go to a general 
bulletin board later." 

During the spring of 1936 we made formal application to the 
boards of education in 75 cities, requesting that Headline Books 
and Foreign Policy Pamphlets be accepted for the recommend- 
ed list of textbooks for high schools. As a result, these publica- 
tions have been placed on the recommended list in New York 
City and several other communities. 

National organizations and schools have not been the only 
groups to use Headline Books for direct educational work in 
international relations. Approximately 821 groups — ^including 125 
Headline Book clubs — ^have used one or more books in the series 
as the basis of discussion. These have been organized by 
church groups, college groups, settlement houses, women's clubs, 
YMCA and YMHA groups, and farmers' unions. Similar book 
clubs were organized in 45 high schools. Answers to a Foreign 
Pohcy Association questionnaire revealed that the groups aver- 
aged about 14 members, although some were much larger. 
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STUDY OUTLINES 

For the book clubs, and also for the much larger number of 
discussion or study groups organized independently by other 
national organizations, the Popular Education Department pre- 
pares supplementary study helps designed to aid a leader in con- 
ducting the discussion. A complete study oudine is prepared for 
each book, with instructions for conducting four or five meedngs 
on each subject. These outlines include information tests, opinion 
tests, suggestions for debates, committee reports, and other ac- 
tivities to stimulate group interest and bring out all sides of the 
issues under discussion. The study helps have been so successful 
that several large national organizations requested the Foreign 
Policy Association to prepare special outlines for their discussion 
groups. Two of these, the Marathon Round Tables of the Na- 
tional Conference on the Cause and Cure of War and the Na- 
tional Peace Conference, distributed several thousand study out- 
lines, together with Headline Books, to their member groups. 

The National Peace Conference, composed of 35 national or- 
ganizations, adopted peace in party platforms for a special kit 
including study outlines, which was used for the study of foreign 
policy in relation to party platforms. More than 3000 kits were 
used by discussion groups organized in 48 States and the District 
of Columbia. The Marathon Round Tables used one of our 
books in their study groups last spring. In the fall of 1936, at 
their request, we prepared two new books for the Marathon pro- 
gram. The Round Tables ordered 2000 copies of each book, to- 
gether with specially prepared study kits. The Emergency Peace 
Campaign purchased 6000 Headline Books for display and sale 
at mass meetings held throughout the country in April and 
May 1936. 

Other organizations which have used our books and study out- 
Unes in discussion programs, or have sought our help in develop- 
ing their educational work, include the following: 

National Association of Parents and Teachers 
American Association of University Women 
League of Women Voters 
National Council of Jewish Women 
General Federation of Women's Clubs 
Presbyterian Board of Education 

Farmers Educational and Cooperative Union, Wisconsin 
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National YMCA 
National YWCA 

International Ladies Garment Workers Union 
American League Against War and Fascism 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

In addition to the school program in connection with Headline 
Books, our student work has covered a wide field. Student mem- 
bership has increased from 1449 on April i, 1936 to 1551 on 
April I, 1937. After each New York meeting a forum is held for 
high school and college students, the attendance ranging from 
50 to 200. In most of these forums the students divide up into 
round tables under competent leadership, and discuss issues 
raised in the main meeting. Boston and Philadelphia maintain 
similar student forums; and Albany, Elmira and Columbus have 
from time to time encouraged special student activities. 

In 1936 the Department of Popular Education sponsored two 
contests, one for high school and the other for college students. 
The high school contest, announced in November 1935, was 
undertaken in cooperation with Scholastic, a leading high school 
current-events weekly with a circulation of 150,000. Contestants 
were asked to make a careful study of daily newspapers and 
submit a headline history poster, made up of newspaper head- 
lines indicating factors contributing to war and factors which 
prevent war. With each poster, contestants were required to 
submit a brief essay supporting their headline analysis. The col- 
lege contest, sponsored jointly by the Foreign Policy Association 
and The Nation, took the form of an editorial contest on the 
subject, "Will NeutraUty Keep Us Out of War.?" 

An Institute on International Affairs for students was held in 
August 1936 at a camp on Shawnee-on-the-Delaware. A majority 
were high school seniors, selected by their teachers as superior 
students in history and interested in world affairs. 

leadership institutes 

So frequently were we called on to advise teachers and organi- 
zation leaders regarding program planning and source material 
for projects on international affairs that we decided to devote 
special attention to assisting those shaping the opinion of others 
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on world problems. With this in mind, six leadership institutes 
were organized: 

Teachers Institute December 7, 1935 

Women's Organizations March 28, 1936 

Youth, labor and church groups May i, 1936 

Leadership training camp for students August 22-29, ^93^ 

Teachers Institute February 27, 1937 

Women's Organizations March 13, 1937 

The program of each of the New York City institutes included 
a number of addresses by authorities on international questions, 
followed by round table discussions. About 60 per cent of the 
time was thus informational in character. The remainder was 
spent on new and unusual program techniques which would 
lend interest to club activity or classroom work. 

The Leadership Institutes, organized by Mrs. Stewart, have 
proved one of the most successful methods of assisting leaders 
in clubs, schools, churches, labor organizations and elsewhere to 
make use of educational material in the field of international 
affairs. They will be expanded in various parts of the country if 
this proves financially possible. Mr. Goslin at present is working 
out extensive plans for the development of a program in visual 
education. 



CONCLUSION 



Despite the progress made by the Foreign Policy Association 
and the increase in membership and subscriptions, the financial 
problem has not been fully solved. Owing largely to the lapse of 
certain large contributions, the regular budget was reduced dur- 
ing 1936 from $126,000 to $120,000; and in June 1936 it became 
necessary to resort to a bank loan, the year closing with a deficit. 
By February 1937 this loan had been paid off. Of the regular 
budget of $121,000 for 1937 about $16,000 of "new money," over 
and above reasonable expectation of renewals, must be secured. 
The budget has been cut to a bare minimum; provision for for- 
eign travel has been eliminated and several staff vacancies have 
not been filled. The fact that the output and quaUty of the work 
still remains high is due to the staff's unwavering loyalty to 
the Association. 
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We believe this report shows that the work of the Foreign 
PoHcy Association has steadily expanded in extent and effective- 
ness. The need for this work will be particularly great during 
the next few years, which are bound to be of considerable im- 
port to the American people. While the forces for education 
are steadily advancing, those working for disintegration and 
destruction are also growing constantly. Our generation is en- 
gaged in a race against time. The outcome will depend on 
whether those who believe in the process of intelligent discussion 
are willing to make the same sacrifices as those who prefer to 
solve problems by means of violence. 

We believe that the United States will continue to find a place 
for an organization such as the Foreign Policy Association whose 
educational effort, founded upon realism and hope, is important 
not only in respect to an understanding of the great problem of 
war and peace, but also to the preservation and development of 
the processes of democracy. 



TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Foreign Policy Association, Incorporated, started the year 
1936 with a surplus of $81.05 i^i General Fund. During the 
year $115,614.51 was received from individuals and foundations 
for the general purposes of the Association. Expenses exceeded 
income by $3,815.06, but contributions amounting to $1,400 re- 
ceived in 1937 applicable to the 1936 budget reduced the deficit 
to $2,415.06. A special grant of $35,000 was made to the Associa- 
tion by the Rockefeller Foundation, for the eighteen-month 
period July i, 1935-December 31, 1936, toward the support of an 
experimental educational program; expenses for the year 
amounted to $34,353-63. The receipts for the Luncheon Fund 
were $7,595.65 against expenses of $7,916.44, resulting in a deficit 
of $320.79 at the end of the year, which was absorbed by the 
General Fund. 

The financial records of the Association have been audited by 
Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery. 

WILLIAM A. ELDRIDGE 

Treasurer 
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